Parents

· Monitoring signs and symptoms is very important. It is critical that you contact your neurosurgeon if you notice any changes in your child. Early detection of problems can help prevent serious complications. Tests may be done to monitor hydrocephalus.

· Know where the end of your child’s shunt is located. 

· The most common presentation of the Chiari malformation is stridor. It occurs most often in infancy up through the first decade of life. 

· A shunt revision or shunting may be required. The neurosurgeon who follows your child will determine treatment. Other surgery may be needed. Your neurosurgeon will discuss risks and complications in great detail. 

· Know where your child’s shunt is placed. Journal or write down any changes in your child’s eating habits, sleeping patterns etc. 

· Check with your neurosurgeon about considering antibiotics before any surgical or dental procedure. 

